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General Information 

 

Description 

Research is a powerful tool in the world of corporate administration, compliance, and governance. In 

this course, you will develop the essential skills to conduct research that supports regulatory 

compliance, corporate decision-making, and governance risk assessments. Whether you are analyzing 

financial misconduct, evaluating corporate governance failures, or assessing regulatory frameworks like 

GDPR and AML, this course will equip you with the methods to gather, analyze, and present research-

driven insights effectively. 

You will start by exploring different research methodologies—qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-

methods—and how they apply to compliance and governance. You will then learn how to identify 

credible sources, evaluate legal and corporate data, and structure a research project with a clear, ethical 

approach. The course will also introduce digital research tools and corporate compliance databases, 

teaching you how to navigate regulatory filings, corporate disclosures, and industry reports. 

As you progress, you will develop the ability to critically analyze research findings, detect bias in 

corporate reporting, and synthesize qualitative and quantitative data for compliance investigations. 

Hands-on exercises, case studies, and peer reviews will challenge you to apply your knowledge in 

practical scenarios, ensuring that you are ready to handle real-world compliance research. 

By the end of the course, you will have the confidence to design and execute a research project that 

meets both academic and professional standards. This course will prepare you for your capstone 

project, where you will apply your research skills to a real compliance or governance issue, 

demonstrating your ability to produce well-reasoned, evidence-based conclusions. 

 

Course objectives 

By the end of this course, you will have developed the ability to conduct structured, well-reasoned 

research that is essential for corporate administration and compliance. You will understand how 

research plays a crucial role in regulatory compliance, corporate governance, and risk management, 

and how it differs from traditional legal research. Through this course, you will gain the skills to identify 

and apply appropriate research methodologies—whether qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods—

to investigate compliance issues, analyze corporate governance practices, and assess regulatory 

frameworks. 
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You will also learn how to critically evaluate sources of information, distinguishing between primary legal 

texts, corporate disclosures, regulatory guidelines, and industry reports. You will become proficient in 

handling corporate data responsibly, ensuring compliance with ethical standards, confidentiality 

requirements, and data protection laws such as GDPR. The course will also strengthen your ability to 

interpret and synthesize research findings, allowing you to develop well-supported arguments and 

provide evidence-based recommendations in compliance investigations and corporate decision-

making. 

Beyond data collection and analysis, you will refine your ability to present research findings clearly and 

persuasively to different audiences, from legal professionals and compliance officers to corporate 

executives and regulators. You will practice structuring research reports, developing compliance risk 

assessments, and creating data visualizations that enhance clarity and impact. 

Finally, this course will prepare you to undertake independent research in the form of your capstone 

project, giving you the confidence and expertise to apply research methodologies to real-world 

compliance and governance challenges. By mastering these skills, you will be able to contribute 

meaningfully to corporate compliance efforts, legal administration, and policy development in your 

professional career. 
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Learning Outcomes 

On successful completion of the course, you will be able to: 

1. Apply research methodologies to investigate corporate compliance and governance issues, 

selecting appropriate qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods approaches. 

2. Critically evaluate corporate and legal research sources, assessing their credibility, relevance, and 

reliability in compliance and governance research. 

3. Analyze and interpret corporate data, using statistical and qualitative techniques to identify risks, 

detect regulatory breaches, and support compliance decision-making. 

4. Demonstrate ethical research practices, ensuring data confidentiality, regulatory compliance, and 

integrity in handling corporate research information. 

5. Produce well-structured research reports and presentations, effectively communicating findings to 

corporate executives, compliance officers, and regulatory bodies.. 
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Course Readings & Learning Activities 

Required Readings 

• Lecture notes, assignments, cases, and other useful information will be posted on the CLASSE. 

• Jensen, J. T. (2011). Legal Research Methods in a Modern World: A Coursebook. Djoef Publishing. 

• McConville, M. & Chui, W. H. (2024). Research Methods for Law (3rd ed.). Edinburgh University 

Press. 

• Parker, C. & Nielsen, V. (Year). Corporate Compliance and Research Methodology. Publisher. 

• Elias, S. & Levinkind, S. (Year). The Elements of Legal Research. Publisher. 

• Legal Research Platforms: LexisNexis, Westlaw, HeinOnline, Google Scholar. 

• Many case studies can be found in the textbook. 

 

Optional Readings 

• Kraakman, R., Armour, J., & Hansmann, H. (2017). The Anatomy of Corporate Law: A Comparative 

and Functional Approach. Oxford University Press. 

• Neuman, W. L. (2018). Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. 

Pearson. 

• Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. M., & Saldaña, J. (2020). Qualitative Data Analysis: A Methods 

Sourcebook. SAGE Publications. 

• Grix, J. (2020). The Foundations of Research. Palgrave Macmillan. 

• Patton, M. Q. (2021). Qualitative Research & Evaluation Methods. SAGE Publications. 

• McConville, M., & Chui, W. H. (Eds.). (2017). Research Methods for Law. Edinburgh University 

Press. 

• Kumar, R. (2022). Research Methodology: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners. SAGE 

Publications. 

• Silverman, D. (2020). Interpreting Qualitative Data: Methods for Analyzing Talk, Text, and 

Interaction. SAGE Publications. 
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• Field, A. (2018). Discovering Statistics Using SPSS. SAGE Publications. 

• Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, J. D. (2022). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed 

Methods Approaches. SAGE Publications. 

• Dobinson, I., & Johns, F. (2017). Legal Research as Qualitative Research. Routledge. 

 

Planned Learning Activities and Teaching Methods 

• Case Study Method: Uses real-world accounting scenarios to teach you how to apply accounting 

principles and concepts. 

• Simulation and Role-Playing: You will simulate real-world accounting situations or role-play as 

accountants, clients, or auditors. 

• Computer-Assisted Learning: Utilizing accounting software and tools in teaching to simulate real-

life accounting processes. 

• Collaborative Learning: You will work in groups on accounting projects or case studies, 

encouraging peer-to-peer learning. 

• Problem-Based Learning (PBL): You will be presented with an accounting problem to solve, 

requiring them to research and apply various accounting principles. 

• Flipped Classroom: You will learn basic concepts and theories through pre-class assignments and 

videos. Class time is dedicated to practical application, problem-solving, and discussions. 

• Guest Lectures and Industry Interaction: Inviting accounting professionals and experts to speak 

or interact with you. 

• Interactive Lectures with Real-Time Feedback: Using technology such as clickers or educational 

apps to allow you to answer questions or solve problems during lectures and receive immediate 

feedback. 

 

Course Notes 

Copies of lecture slides and other class information will be available through your CLASSE365 account. 
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Course Detailed Syllabus 

Students should read the assigned chapter(s) BEFORE the associated lecture date. 

Topics 

Section I: Research Methodologies and Project Planning 

Learning Objectives:  

1. Explain the role of research in corporate compliance and governance. 

2. Select appropriate research methodologies for compliance studies. 

3. Develop a structured research proposal. 

4. Plan a research project with time, risk, and ethical considerations. 

Lectures 1 Introduction to Research in Corporate Administration and Compliance  

• Definition and significance of research in compliance and governance 

✓ Understanding how research influences corporate decision-making and 

regulatory compliance. 

✓ Why corporate compliance research differs from traditional legal research 

(which focuses on case law and statutes). 

✓ The role of research in policy development, risk assessment, and internal 

auditing. 

✓ How corporate governance and compliance rely on evidence-based 

decision-making. 

• Types of research in corporate administration and compliance 

✓ Regulatory compliance research: Investigating compliance with laws and 

regulations (e.g., GDPR, AML directives). 

✓ Corporate governance research: Analyzing best practices, ethical corporate 

behavior, and accountability structures. 
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✓ Risk-based research: Identifying, assessing, and mitigating risks in corporate 

and financial environments. 

✓ Empirical research: Using real-world data to analyze corporate behavior and 

decision-making trends. 

• Key differences between legal research and corporate compliance research 

✓ Legal research: Doctrinal, based on case law and legal texts, focused on 

precedents and statutory interpretation. 

✓ Corporate compliance research: Empirical and policy-driven, addressing 

business risks, regulatory gaps, and financial transparency. 

• Practical application 

✓ Case Study: A real-world compliance failure (e.g., AML violation, corporate 

fraud) and how research could have prevented it. 

✓ Discussion: How research findings influence the decisions of compliance 

officers, regulators, and corporate boards. 

 

Understanding Research Paradigms 

• Qualitative research in compliance and governance 

✓ Purpose: Understanding corporate behavior, governance structures, and 

compliance issues through non-numerical data. 

✓ Methods used: 

▪ Case studies: Analyzing real corporate compliance breaches. 

▪ Interviews and focus groups: Consulting compliance officers, 

regulators, and auditors for insights. 

▪ Observational research: Studying corporate governance practices in 

action. 

✓ Strengths and limitations: When qualitative research is most effective and 

when it needs to be supplemented with other methods. 
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• Quantitative research in compliance and governance 

✓ Purpose: Using numerical data to detect patterns in corporate fraud, AML 

violations, or financial misconduct. 

✓ Methods used: 

▪ Surveys and questionnaires: Collecting data from compliance 

professionals. 

▪ Statistical analysis: Measuring trends in financial fraud, corporate 

ethics violations, and governance failures. 

✓ Strengths and limitations: Why corporate compliance requires robust 

statistical evidence and the risks of misinterpreting data. 

• Mixed-methods research in compliance and governance 

✓ When to use a mixed-method approach. 

✓ Challenges & Benefits of Integrating Different Research Approaches. 

✓ Example: Investigating corporate fraud using a quantitative analysis of 

financial statements + qualitative interviews with compliance officers. 

✔ Practical application 

✓ Case Study: Analyzing corporate governance failures using different 

research paradigms. 

✓ Exercise: Students identify which methodology would best apply to a given 

compliance scenario. 

Lectures 2 Selecting a Research Methodology 

• Key considerations when choosing a research approach 

✓ Defining the research problem and objectives. 

✓ Matching research questions to qualitative or quantitative methods. 

✓ Understanding the feasibility of different research designs in a corporate 

setting. 
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• How methodology aligns with corporate compliance research 

✓ Example 1: Using surveys and statistical analysis to detect trends in AML 

violations. 

✓ Example 2: Using case studies and interviews to examine corporate 

governance failures. 

✓ Example 3: Using mixed-methods research to investigate ethics in corporate 

decision-making. 

• Research ethics and integrity in methodology selection 

✓ Avoiding bias in research design and data interpretation. 

✓ Ensuring transparency and accountability in corporate research. 

✓ Understanding ethical implications of compliance research (GDPR, data 

privacy, corporate confidentiality) 

✓ Case Study: Ethical concerns in corporate investigations (e.g., researching 

whistleblowing cases) 

• Practical Application 

✓ Group Exercise: Selecting an appropriate methodology for a real-world 

compliance research question 

✓ Debate: Quantitative vs. Qualitative methods in corporate governance 

research 

 

Project Planning and Managing Research 

• Structuring a corporate research project 

✓ Steps in designing and planning a research project. 

✓ Identifying key research variables and their impact on compliance. 

✓ How to align research design with corporate administrative needs. 

• Developing a research proposal 
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✓ Components of a strong research proposal 

▪ Writing a clear problem statement 

▪ Defining the scope and limitations of the research 

▪ Justifying research choices in an academic and corporate context 

✓ Practical Application: Students draft an initial research proposal 

• Time and resource management in research 

✓ Developing a research timeline and milestones 

✓ Budgeting for corporate and compliance research projects 

✓ Managing access to corporate data and confidential sources 

✓ Contingency planning for unforeseen research challenges 

• Research feasibility and risk management 

✓ Identifying feasibility constraints (time, cost, access to data) 

✓ Evaluating legal, regulatory, and ethical risks in compliance research 

✓ Risk mitigation strategies 

▪ Protecting confidential corporate data 

▪ Addressing potential conflicts of interest in governance research 

✓ Case Study: Legal and confidentiality risks in compliance investigations 

• Writing a research plan 

✓ Practical session: Drafting an initial research plan, peer review, and feedback 

✓ Refining research focus based on feasibility and objectives 

Section II: Information Handling, Source Management & Legal Research Methods 
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Learning Objectives:  

1. Assess the credibility and relevance of corporate and legal research sources. 

2. Use advanced search techniques to retrieve compliance-related information. 

3. Organize and reference research data using citation tools. 

4. Identify and address ethical and legal risks in handling research data. 

Lectures 3 Evaluating Corporate and Legal Research Sources 

• Types of information sources in compliance and legal research 

✓ Primary Sources: First-hand, official documents. 

▪ Corporate: Internal compliance reports, governance policies, financial 

statements. 

▪ Legal: Legislation, regulations, case law, official government 

publications. 

▪ Regulatory: AML directives, GDPR guidelines, corporate governance 

codes. 

✓ Secondary Sources: Interpretations and analyses. 

▪ Research papers, industry reports, books, commentaries on 

regulations. 

✓ Tertiary Sources: Summaries and reference tools. 

▪ Legal encyclopedias, research databases, compliance toolkits. 

• Assessing the accuracy, credibility and relevance of sources 

✓ Criteria for determining the reliability of a research source: 

▪ Authority: Who published it? (Regulatory bodies vs. independent 

blogs). 

▪ Accuracy: Is the information supported by evidence? 
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▪ Relevance: Does it directly relate to corporate compliance? 

▪ Bias Detection: Recognizing corporate, political, or financial influence. 

• Challenges in accessing and managing corporate data 

✓ Legal barriers to accessing corporate research data (e.g., confidentiality 

clauses, NDAs). 

✓ Practical difficulties in obtaining financial records and compliance reports. 

✓ Case Study: Accessing corporate governance data for ESG (Environmental, 

Social, Governance) research. 

• Practical application 

✓ Exercise: Students evaluate the reliability of various research sources, 

including corporate disclosures, government reports, and opinion-based 

articles. 

✓ Discussion: Should corporate compliance research be publicly available, or 

should companies have the right to keep compliance data confidential? 

 

Techniques for Accessing and Managing Information 

• Strategies for locating compliance and corporate research sources 

✓ How to effectively search for information in compliance and governance 

research. 

✓ Boolean search techniques for advanced database searching. 

✓ Identifying key sources of compliance risk information (e.g., regulatory 

enforcement databases). 

• Filtering and synthesizing large amounts of data 

✓ Techniques for extracting key insights from corporate research materials. 

✓ Understanding how to prioritize relevant information in compliance research. 

✓ Practical Session: Students compare regulatory filings of two companies to 
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detect compliance risks. 

• Evaluating sources for reliability 

✓ Comparing sources: Government reports vs. corporate press releases vs. 

investigative journalism. 

✓ Understanding bias: How corporate interests shape published research. 

✓ Case Study: Investigating a corporate scandal through multiple information 

sources. 

• Practical application 

✓ Exercise: Students conduct a source credibility assessment on corporate 

governance reports. 

✓ Debate: Can companies manipulate research to favor their compliance image? 

 

Organizing and Managing Research Information 

• Best practices for organizing research data 

✓ Note-taking techniques: Efficiently summarizing legal and corporate findings. 

✓ Categorization & Annotation: Creating research matrices and tagging sources. 

• Using citation and reference management tools 

✓ EndNote, Zotero, Mendeley: Which tool is best for compliance research? 

✓ Legal Citation Formats: How to reference statutes, case law, and corporate 

policies. 

✓ Avoiding accidental plagiarism in corporate research reports. 

• Techniques for synthesizing information 

✓ Structuring summaries of research findings. 

✓ Creating corporate risk assessment reports based on research. 

✓ Practical Session: Organizing a compliance research project using a reference 
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management system. 

• Practical application 

✓ Hands-on Workshop: Students organize real-world compliance research data 

into a structured summary. 

✓ Peer Review: Students evaluate and provide feedback on each other’s 

research organization methods. 

Lectures 4 Ethical and Legal Considerations in Handling Research Information 

• Legal and ethical Implications of using proprietary corporate data 

✓ Confidentiality clauses and NDAs in research. 

✓ Corporate whistleblowing research: Ethical challenges and legal protections. 

✓ Regulatory restrictions on accessing compliance data. 

• Plagiarism and academic integrity in corporate research 

✓ Understanding the consequences of using unverified or plagiarized research. 

✓ Proper attribution of corporate disclosures, financial statements, and 

regulatory reports. 

• Data privacy aaws and their impact on research 

✓ Overview of GDPR, data protection laws, and compliance-related privacy 

regulations. 

✓ Cross-border legal challenges in corporate research data collection. 

• Case study 

✓ Ethical dilemmas in handling corporate compliance information (e.g., 

accessing leaked financial statements). 

• Practical Application: 

✓ Scenario Analysis: Students analyze a corporate fraud case where 

confidential data was used in research. 
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✓ Exercise: Reviewing a compliance report for ethical and legal risks. 

 

Digital Research and Corporate Compliance Databases 

• Overview of digital research tools in corporate and compliance research 

✓ Key databases for corporate compliance research: 

✓ Google Scholar, JSTOR, ResearchGate (academic research). 

✓ Westlaw, LexisNexis (legal and case law research). 

✓ Bloomberg Law, Compliance Week (corporate governance and compliance). 

✓ Regulatory Databases (AML, FATCA, ESG reporting). 

✓ Differences between open-access and proprietary research platforms. 

• How to navigate and search corporate and legal databases effectively 

✓ Using Boolean operators and advanced search techniques. 

✓ Searching for specific compliance violations or regulatory rulings. 

• Digital security and data protection in research 

✓ Cybersecurity risks in accessing corporate compliance data. 

✓ Best practices for protecting sensitive corporate information. 

✓ Understanding copyright laws and fair use policies in research. 

• Practical application 

✓ Exercise: Students conduct an advanced search on a compliance-related 

topic. 

✓ Discussion: Should corporate compliance research be fully open access? 

Section III: Research Reasoning, Critical Thinking & Data Evaluation 

Learning Objectives:  
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1. Evaluate the credibility and bias of corporate research sources. 

2. Apply reasoning methods to compliance case studies. 

3. Identify and correct logical fallacies in research. 

4. Synthesize data to create evidence-based reports. 

Lecture 5 Research Reasoning in Corporate & Compliance Research 

• The role of reasoning in corporate and compliance research 

✓ How logical reasoning supports decision-making in corporate governance 

and compliance 

✓ The importance of structured reasoning in evaluating corporate misconduct, 

financial risk, and regulatory decisions 

• Key types of reasoning in compliance research 

✓ Deductive reasoning: Applying legal principles or compliance rules to specific 

corporate cases 

✓ Example: Applying GDPR legal principles to assess a corporate data breach 

✓ Inductive reasoning: Drawing general conclusions based on specific case 

studies or corporate compliance reports 

✓ Example: Analyzing multiple AML (Anti-Money Laundering) violations to 

predict compliance trends 

✓ Abductive reasoning: Forming hypotheses when evidence is incomplete, 

commonly used in compliance risk assessment 

✓ Example: Investigating corporate fraud based on partial financial 

irregularities 

• Practical application 

✓ Case study: Analyzing a corporate fraud scandal using deductive and 

inductive reasoning 

✓ Exercise: Identifying which reasoning approach is best suited for different 
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corporate compliance scenarios 

 

Evaluating Arguments and Research Findings in Corporate Governance 

• How to assess the strength of a research argument 

✓ Evaluating credibility, logical structure, and supporting evidence in 

compliance investigations 

✓ How to determine whether corporate reports are presenting unbiased, well-

supported findings 

• Identifying logical fallacies in corporate and compliance research 

✓ Common fallacies in regulatory and governance research 

▪ Post hoc fallacy: Assuming a compliance violation was caused by a 

new policy without clear evidence. 

▪ Hasty generalization: Drawing broad conclusions based on a small 

set of corporate cases. 

▪ Circular reasoning: Justifying compliance policies without 

independent evidence. 

✓ Case Study: Examining flawed reasoning in corporate risk assessments 

• Comparing and synthesizing multiple research findings 

✓ How to integrate data from multiple sources to form a balanced argument 

✓ Recognizing contradictions and inconsistencies in compliance research 

✓ Example: Comparing ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance) reports from 

different corporations and analyzing inconsistencies 

• Practical application 

✓ Exercise: Evaluating two corporate governance reports and identifying 

logical weaknesses 

✓ Peer Review Session: Students critique and refine research arguments 
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based on structured reasoning principles 

 

Synthesis of Research Data for Compliance Investigations 

• Combining Multiple research findings to form a coherent argument 

✓ Strategies for identifying common themes and patterns in compliance 

research 

✓ How to merge legal, financial, and corporate data sources into a unified 

analysis 

• Techniques for synthesizing qualitative and quantitative data 

✓ Qualitative Data Integration: Interpreting findings from corporate interviews, 

case studies, and regulatory hearings 

✓ Quantitative Data Integration: Using financial reports, survey statistics, and 

fraud detection models 

✓ Example: A study combining case law (qualitative) and financial ratios 

(quantitative) to analyze corporate fraud 

• Case study analysis in corporate research 

✓ How to conduct a structured compliance case study 

✓ Example: Analyzing corporate governance failures using multiple research 

methods 

• Practical application 

✓ Group Exercise: Students analyze a corporate compliance breach using a 

combination of qualitative and quantitative data 

✓ Debate: How should regulators balance legal precedent with empirical 

compliance research? 

Lecture 6 Critical Thinking in Corporate and Compliance Research 

• Distinguishing between opinion, bias, and evidence-based conclusions 
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✓ How bias in research impacts regulatory compliance and corporate decision-

making. 

✓ Recognizing corporate self-interest in compliance disclosures. 

✓ Case Study: Detecting bias in corporate sustainability (ESG) reports. 

• The role of skepticism and verification in compliance research 

✓ Why corporate compliance research requires constant verification of claims. 

✓ Methods for cross-checking sources to ensure accuracy in research. 

✓ Example: How investigative journalists verify financial fraud reports. 

• Practical application 

✓ Exercise: Analyzing real-world corporate reports and identifying misleading 

information. 

✓ Discussion: How can compliance officers ensure objectivity in their research? 

 

Assessing and Comparing Research Sources in Corporate Compliance 

• Criteria for evaluating research sources in corporate governance 

✓ Authority: Who wrote the report? Is it from a regulator, corporation, or 

independent body? 

✓ Accuracy: Is the research supported by reliable data? 

✓ Bias: Are there conflicts of interest influencing the report? 

• Differences between peer-reviewed, governmental, corporate, and journalistic 

sources 

✓ Regulatory reports: High credibility but may have political influence. 

✓ Corporate disclosures: Potential for bias, especially in risk reporting. 

✓ Peer-reviewed journals: Rigorously reviewed but may lack industry-specific 

insights. 

✓ Journalistic investigations: Exposes corporate misconduct but may lack deep 
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legal analysis. 

• How to detect misinformation in corporate research 

✓ Recognizing manipulated data in financial reports 

✓ Spotting red flags in compliance reporting 

✓ Case Study: Detecting false corporate risk disclosures 

• Practical application 

✓ Exercise: Students analyze different sources on a corporate scandal and 

determine their reliability 

✓ Group Debate: Should corporate compliance research rely more on peer-

reviewed data or industry reports? 

 

Presenting Well-Reasoned Research Conclusions 

• Structuring a logical and coherent research argument 

✓ How to present compliance research findings in a clear, structured format 

✓ Techniques for writing persuasively for different audiences (corporate boards, 

regulators, academics) 

• Writing and presenting research findings 

✓ Best practices for writing compliance and governance reports 

✓ Data Visualization: Using graphs, charts, and tables to clarify findings 

✓ Creating executive summaries for corporate and regulatory audiences 

• Practical application 

✓ Peer review session: Students critique and improve each other’s compliance 

research reports 

✓ Workshop: Students prepare and deliver an oral presentation of a 

compliance case study 
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Section IV: Data Collection and Analysis in Corporate Compliance Research 

Learning Objectives:  

1. Apply data collection methods in corporate compliance research. 

2. Analyze primary and secondary data for compliance risks. 

3. Use qualitative and quantitative techniques to interpret findings. 

4. Present research findings through reports and data visualization. 

Lecture 7 Introduction to Data Collection in Corporate Research 

• Importance of accurate data collection in compliance and corporate investigations 

✓ How data collection influences corporate decision-making and regulatory 

compliance 

✓ Ensuring reliability, validity, and accuracy in corporate compliance research 

✓ Examples 

▪ GDPR compliance monitoring through survey-based research 

▪ AML risk assessment using company financial disclosures 

• Primary vs. secondary data collection 

✓ Primary data: Collected directly from corporate professionals, legal experts, 

or industry surveys 

✓ Secondary data: Extracted from financial statements, compliance audits, and 

regulatory databases 

✓ Comparison: When to use primary vs. secondary data in corporate 

compliance research 

• Impact of data collection on research validity and reliability 

✓ How sampling errors, bias, and unethical data handling affect compliance 

research 
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✓ Ensuring objectivity and neutrality in data interpretation 

✓ Case Study: Misleading data in corporate financial risk assessments 

• Practical application 

✓ Exercise: Students categorize different compliance research scenarios into 

primary or secondary data collection 

✓ Discussion: Can compliance research be 100% objective? 

 

Primary Data Collection Methods in Corporate Compliance Research 

• Surveys and questionnaires 

✓ Designing unbiased and effective survey questions for compliance research. 

✓ Sampling Strategies: 

▪ Simple random sampling (for general corporate governance studies) 

▪ Stratified sampling (for industry-specific regulatory research) 

▪ Purposive sampling (for fraud detection case studies) 

▪ Digital Survey Tools: Google Forms, Qualtrics, SurveyMonkey 

✓ Case Study: Designing an AML compliance survey for financial institutions 

• Interviews and focus groups 

✓ Conducting structured, semi-structured, and unstructured interviews in 

corporate compliance research 

✓ Legal and ethical considerations 

▪ Ensuring anonymity in compliance interviews 

▪ Avoiding leading questions that may introduce bias 

▪ Focus groups: When to use them in corporate compliance 

assessments 

▪ Example: Interviewing compliance officers on GDPR enforcement 
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challenges 

• Observational research and case studies 

✓ When to use observational methods in workplace compliance audits. 

✓ Using case study methodology to analyze corporate fraud investigations. 

✓ Strengths and limitations: 

▪ High contextual insights vs. potential researcher bias. 

▪ Example: Case study on financial misconduct in a multinational 

corporation. 

• Practical application 

✓ Hands-on exercise: Designing an interview script for a compliance officer 

✓ Role-playing session: Conducting a mock corporate governance audit 

interview 

 

Secondary Data Collection Methods and Sampling Techniques 

• Using existing research sources for compliance and governance studies 

✓ How to extract insights from: 

▪ Academic publications and industry white papers. 

▪ Regulatory databases and compliance guidelines. 

▪ Corporate annual reports and financial disclosures. 

• Corporate and compliance databases 

✓ Key regulatory databases for compliance research 

▪ AML watchlists 

▪ Sanctions lists (e.g., OFAC, EU Sanctions) 

▪ FATCA and tax compliance reports 
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✓ Challenges of using secondary data 

▪ Outdated information and reporting biases 

▪ Confidentiality restrictions in corporate disclosures 

▪ Example: Using ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance) reports to 

assess corporate sustainability compliance 

• Sampling techniques in corporate research 

✓ Probability sampling 

▪ Simple random sampling (unbiased corporate governance studies) 

▪ Stratified sampling (industry-specific compliance research) 

▪ Cluster sampling (regional AML risk assessments). 

✓ Non-probability sampling 

▪ Convenience sampling (pilot compliance studies) 

▪ Snowball sampling (investigating corporate fraud networks) 

▪ Case Study: Selecting an appropriate sampling method for tax 

compliance research in multinational corporations 

• Practical application 

✓ Workshop: Using real regulatory filings to extract secondary data insights 

✓ Debate: Should compliance research rely more on publicly available 

secondary data or confidential internal reports? 

Lecture 8 Data Analysis and Interpretation  

• The role of data analysis in corporate research 

✓ How data analysis influences corporate governance policies and risk 

assessments. 

✓ Example: Using data analytics to detect patterns of financial misconduct. 
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• Qualitative data analysis techniques 

✓ Thematic analysis: Identifying patterns in corporate compliance reports. 

✓ Content analysis: Coding and categorizing legal texts & policies. 

✓ Discourse analysis: Examining corporate language in governance policies. 

✓ Example: Analyzing CEO statements for signs of corporate fraud. 

• Quantitative data analysis techniques 

✓ Descriptive statistics 

▪ Mean, median, standard deviation for corporate financial risk 

assessments. 

✓ Inferential statistics 

▪ Hypothesis testing, correlation, regression for fraud detection models. 

✓ Data visualization 

▪ Using graphs, charts, and tables for corporate compliance reports. 

✓ Introduction to statistical software 

▪ SPSS, Excel, and NVivo for qualitative research. 

✓ Example: Predicting corporate bankruptcy using statistical analysis. 

• Practical application  

✓ Exercise: Students analyze financial datasets for fraud risk indicators. 

✓ Workshop: Using Excel/SPSS to create data-driven compliance reports. 

 

Presenting Research Findings  

• Structuring reports for academic and corporate audiences 

✓ Writing corporate risk assessment reports for board meetings. 

✓ Structuring compliance audit summaries for regulatory bodies. 
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✓ Tailoring research reports for academics, legal teams, and corporate 

executives. 

• Visualizing data for clarity and impact 

✓ Designing compliance dashboards with key risk indicators. 

✓ Best practices for creating readable charts, infographics, and summaries. 

✓ Example: Using data visualization to communicate AML risk levels. 

• Ethical considerations in presenting corporate research 

✓ Avoiding misrepresentation or bias in research conclusions. 

✓ Transparency in regulatory reporting. 

✓ Example: Ethical reporting in whistleblower investigations. 

• Practical application 

✓ Presentation Workshop: Students prepare and deliver a corporate compliance 

research presentation. 

✓ Peer Review: Constructive feedback on research clarity, accuracy, and impact 

Section V: Applying Research Methodologies in Corporate Compliance & Capstone Preparation 

Learning Objectives:  

1. Select and justify an appropriate research methodology for corporate and compliance studies. 

2. Develop a structured and well-argued research methodology section for a dissertation. 

3. Present research findings effectively using written reports, data visualization, and oral presentations. 

4. Adapt research presentations to different audiences, ensuring clarity and impact. 

Lecture 9 Understanding Research Methodologies in Corporate Compliance   

• Overview of commonly used research methodologies in compliance studies 

✓ Descriptive research: Identifying trends in compliance violations. 
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✓ Analytical research: Examining root causes of corporate fraud. 

✓ Comparative research: Evaluating different compliance frameworks (e.g., 

GDPR vs. US data privacy laws). 

✓ Empirical research: Using real-world data to assess regulatory effectiveness. 

• Choosing the right methodology for corporate research 

✓ How to match research objectives with appropriate methodologies. 

✓ Examples: 

▪ Case law review for analyzing legal precedents in compliance cases. 

▪ Surveys & statistical models for detecting fraud risk trends. 

▪ Qualitative interviews for assessing corporate ethics. 

• Strengths and limitations of different research approaches 

✓ Doctrinal (Legal) research 

▪ Reviewing case law, legislation, and regulations. 

▪ Common in legal precedent studies and compliance policy reviews. 

✓ Empirical research 

▪ Using real-world financial data and compliance case studies. 

▪ Best for detecting fraud patterns, AML violations, and governance 

failures. 

✓ Comparative research 

▪ Studying compliance differences between jurisdictions. 

▪ Useful for multinational corporations and cross-border compliance 

research. 

✓ Case study approach 

▪ Investigating real corporate compliance breaches. 
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▪ Provides deep insight but may lack generalizability. 

• Practical application 

✓ Exercise: Selecting the best methodology for a corporate fraud case. 

✓ Group Discussion: Which research method is most reliable in compliance 

investigations? 

 

Structuring Research Methodology in a Compliance Project 

• Writing a strong methodology section 

✓ Key components 

▪ Justifying the selected research approach. 

▪ Explaining data collection & analysis methods. 

▪ Addressing potential research limitations. 

✓ Example: How to structure a methodology chapter in a compliance report. 

• Justifying methodology selection 

✓ How to explain why a particular research approach is appropriate. 

✓ Using academic literature and case studies to support methodology choices. 

• Addressing research limitations and challenges 

✓ How to identify and mitigate research constraints (e.g., data access, 

confidentiality, sample size issues). 

✓ Ethical considerations in methodology selection. 

• Practical application 

✓ Peer Review: Students assess and critique each other’s methodology 

sections. 

✓ Case Study: Evaluating the methodology of a published compliance study. 
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Adapting Methodologies for Practical Corporate Applications 

• How businesses apply research methodologies to compliance risk assessments 

✓ Using data analytics and AI to detect compliance violations. 

✓ Conducting internal compliance audits using empirical research. 

✓ Implementing qualitative assessments in corporate governance reviews. 

• Case study: Applying Mixed-Methods Research to Corporate Fraud Investigations 

✓ How companies use a combination of statistical models and interviews to 

detect fraud. 

✓ Real-world application in financial compliance and AML investigations. 

• Group discussion 

✓ Identifying the best research methodology for a corporate fraud case study. 

• Practical application 

✓ Hands-on Workshop: Developing a compliance risk research plan. 

✓ Peer Feedback Session: Students critique research proposals based on 

feasibility. 

Lecture 10 Presenting & Communicating Research Findings 

• Structuring research findings for different audiences 

✓ Tailoring compliance research reports for 

▪ Academic audiences (thesis, journal publications). 

▪ Corporate executives (risk assessment reports). 

▪ Regulators (compliance audit summaries). 

• Writing compliance research in a clear, concise, and structured manner 

✓ Best Practices 
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▪ Writing executive summaries. 

▪ Formatting reports for clarity and impact. 

▪ Using data visualization to enhance readability. 

• Best practices for presenting complex legal and corporate information 

✓ How to present research findings in board meetings & compliance hearings. 

✓ Using PowerPoint & dashboards for compliance presentations. 

✓ Simplifying technical compliance data for non-specialist stakeholders. 

• Practical application 

✓ Hands-on Workshop: Students create a 5-minute compliance research 

presentation. 

✓ Peer Review: Constructive feedback on clarity, structure, and delivery. 

 

Capstone Research Project Preparation 

• Developing a research proposal for the Capstone Project 

✓ Choosing a research topic relevant to corporate administration & compliance. 

✓ Structuring the proposal (problem statement, objectives, methodology, 

expected findings). 

• Selecting research topics for compliance and governance 

✓ Examples of suitable capstone topics 

▪ Assessing AML Compliance in European Banks. 

▪ Corporate Governance Failures & Regulatory Reforms. 

▪ Evaluating ESG Compliance in Large Corporations. 

• Research timelines, deadlines and feasibility analysis 

✓ Creating a research timeline and milestone schedule. 
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✓ Managing data collection and confidentiality issues. 

• Final research plan submission and feedback 

✓ Submission of a preliminary capstone proposal. 

✓ Peer and instructor review: Constructive feedback on research design. 

• Practical application 

✓ Final Workshop: Students refine their research proposals before submission. 

 

Assessment Method and Criteria 

Type of Assessment Weight 

Final Examination 60% 

Mid Term Examination 30% 

Class Attendance and Participation 10% 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Numerical Grade Grade Meaning 

90-100% A Excellent 

85-90% B+ Very Good 
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80-84% B Good 

75-79% C+ Above Average 

70-74% C Average 

65-69% D+ Below Average 

60-64% D Poor 

Below 60 F Failure 
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